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To,

The Secretary General,

. UNESCO Head Quarter,

7, Place De Fontenoy,

Paris- 07 SP,

France. 28th November, 2006.

Kind Attention:Programme Head9 UNESCO Cultnral Division.

Sub: Nomination of Bonobibi Yatra ofSunderbansJndia as "Tantrible Cultural Herita2e of
the World".

Dear SirslMadams,

We are a Community cum Conservation-based Tourism organization working in close
partnership with local communities in various protected areas and cultural sites of East &
Northeast India as a part of our mission to link protected areas with peoples livelihood
through sustainable tourism and preserve and protect the unique natural and cultural
heritages of the region as mentioned.

We are running such tourism demonstration models in Sunderbans National Park,Manas
National Park,Gorumara National Park,Neora Valley National Park, Namdapha National
Park. Mouling National Park,Kamlang Wildlife Sanctuary. Eagle's Nest Wildlife
Sanctuary. North and South Bank of Brahmaputra River,Darjeeling Himalayas.Sikkim
Himalayas.Eastern Arunachal Pradesh,Central Arunachal Pradesh,North Bengal Dooars
Foothills and Assam.

Please find enclosed a proposal from Bali Nature & Wildlife Conservation Society who is
our local partner of our Sunderbans National Park project. With support from the local
people, Eco Development Committees and individual patrons we have largely been able
to revive the age-old local cultural tradition of the Sunderbans called Dukhe Yatra or
Bonobibi Yatra. The story ofBonobibi starts somewhere in Arabia and ends up at the
Mangroves Delta of the Sunderbans.
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This unique oral cultural tradition- practiced and perfonned by the locals with folk songs,
music, dance, drama and dialogues, has been into existence since time unknown.
Characters such as Dakdhin Roy(The incarnation of Tiger God and the Lord of the
South), Bonobibi and Shah Jangalee(twin child of Ibrahim Gaji and his second wife
Golal Bibi, later accepted by the locals as the saviors in the forest), Dhona(The local
trader and harvester of wild Honey), Moules(Honey collectors), Jeles(Fishennen),
Dukhe(the hero of the story, a poor posthumous boy), Narayani(the incarnation of Durga)
dominate the story ,and at the end delivers a strong conservation message that calls for
everyone's participation in the process where "You live and let others live".
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We would be most grateful to you if UNESCO considers the proposal for nomination of
Dukhe Yatra or Bonobibi Yatra as Intangible Cultural Heritage and ensures that this
unique oral tradition is not affected or adulterated by any fonn of commercialization or
unethical exploitation.

E.Mail: aet@actnowomever.on!;kali2hat(tUvsnl.net
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Bali Nature and W'ddLifeConservationSociety==<l>03218-283273:

Regi. No.- S/96129
ViII.: BAU NO.9, P.O. : BALIHATKHOLA,

P.S. : GOSABA, DIST. : 24 PARGANAS (SOUTH) -
Ref. No. .............................. Date: .............................

To,
The Secretary General.

UNESCO Head Quarter,

7, Place De Fontenoy,
Paris- 07 SP,
France. 28th November, 2006.

Kind Attention: Programme Bead, UNESCO Cultural Division.

Sub: Nomination ofBonobibi Yatra ofSunderbans.India ~~taD2ible Cultural Herita2e of
the World".

Respected Sirs and Madams,

Weare writing this letter on behalf of the Bali Nature and Wildlife Conservation Society and the
local people of the Sunderbans, in order to seek your guidance and help to get the Bonobibi
'{utllfa ' Dukhe Yalia ~oininaled .\l t~~ LlS~ ,~~':\![SCO Intangib1e Cu1tural H\;j"ita&",.
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Site.

The first temporary settlers were Portuguese and Arakani Pirates approx. in 1650 A.D. The
British, who opened a permanent lradiilg hub and inirodu~ed agIi\.>uh:wl.,foHvw~d thi:lU. Bu!.,
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Thus the S~ though very hostile terra~ were of great importance for the people as they
were integral part of their sustenance and livelihood. The significance of the SWlderbans ~
perhaps been best manifested in the form of an oral caltural tradition, called the Bonobibi
Yatra, or Dukhe Yatra respectively. Bonobibi is, interestingly, worshipped both by the Hindu and
Muslim communities all across the Sunderbans.

It is the story of the young boy Dukhe, who joins a honey collection team, led by Dhona. In order
to satisfYDakshin Roy, the Lord of the forest, for a good harvest Dhona had to sacrifice Dhuke,
who was incidentally rescued and saved by Bonobibi, considered as the protector ofthe
Sunderbans people, and her brother Shah Jangalee. The Bonobibi Yatra or Dukhe Yatra unfolds
the story in the form of an open-air opera, performed by the locals, and runs for hours together
in a particular show.

We would like UNESCO to be a partner in our endeavor to preserve this Wliquelocal cultural
trduition, which has been handed down from the past generations to the present and been able to
retain most of its originality up till now. Attached \vith the letter please fiud a CD containing
significant part of the drama performance and also the music.

Please let us know, if you consider this as an intangible heritage worth for nomination and also
the procedures to be followed by us.

Yours sincerely,

Enclosed: List of Signatories nom Bali Village, Sunderbans in Support of the proposal.
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Date: ..............................
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